
 

 

 

 

     Falling in Love  
‘Today’s 3 readings are all about the central theme of love and how we grow from self-love to 
family or group love and then to universal love. The first reading describes Peter’s moment of 
‘growing up’. Until that moment he had believed that God only loved the Jewish people but the 
Holy Spirit revealed to him that God has no favourites. In the second reading John makes that 
perfect equation between God and love. God is Love. To grow in love is the supreme work of 
our lives and the gospel invites us to live a life of universal love in our love of God, ourselves 
and our neighbour. It’s an ever-expanding circle of love.’ [ Richard Rohr ] 

“This is the love I mean: not our love for God, but God's love for us.” So often we perceive 
love on our terms, on how we love and how we expect others to love, and even how we ex-
pect God to love. Growing in love is not only a case of expanding the ways in which we ex-
press our love but is primarily our openness to a growth in our perception of love itself. We 
have all experienced those ‘Aah’ or ‘Wow’ moments when we feel one with someone or some-
thing much bigger than ourselves, when we are given a taste of divine union, a moment of 
awe or a moment of oneness. If a Sacrament is an experience of God’s love, then these mo-
ments are sacraments of the infinite, unconditional, awesome, beautiful, all-embracing love of 
God. We want these moments to last forever. They can occur at any time and in any place: in 
our relationship with others, with art, poetry, music, literature, nature, science, in our service 
to the community – and even in the midst of deep suffering when we are able to surrender 
ourselves over to the mystery of being lovingly sustained in the midst of our pain.  

James Finley uses the following poetic image: ‘Imagine a stone on an underwater cliff being 
constantly dislodged by the movements of the water. At it rests on each protrusion the stone 
thinks it has reached its destination - until the next movements of the water and it rolls off and 
continues falling. We are like that stone, we come to a place where we imagine we have the 
final say in what love and life is about. And then something happens in our lives and we are 
dislodged from the ability to live on our own terms. And we continue on in the descent. This is 
the divine strategy of artfully dislodging us from anything less than an infinite union with infi-
nite love.’  This is falling in Love. 
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 Masses received this week: In thanksgiving.     

                                
   

Coronavirus in India 
Many parishioners have been moved to tears by the terrible suffering of people in India. 
The Disasters Emergency Committee (which includes CAFOD) has refreshed its Corona-
virus Appeal in the light of the emergency in India. If you wish to make a donation there 
will be a bucket at the back of church this weekend.  
 

Mass for Deceased Parishioners 
The 11.00am Mass next Sunday will be offered for those members of the parish who died 
in the past 12 months and whose funerals we were unable to celebrate as a parish. In 
particular: Eric Hyland, Joanna Dutton, Mary Anne Owens, M. Tyers, Elsie Croasdale,  
AnnaMarie McAleese, Mary Cecilia Park, Margaret Curry, Martin Banks, Patricia Heys.  
  

Baptisms 
We can now celebrate baptisms with some restrictions.  A number of people have been 
enquiring but it may take a little while to get through the backlog. 
   

Weddings 
The Marriage Registers have now been discontinued as the paper-based system has 
moved online. We will no longer complete a paper-based formal register for marriage and 
the legal marriage certificate will not be issued at the time of marriage. Instead, the par-
ties will sign a marriage schedule issued by the register office and maintained by the 
Registrar General. 
  In a further move, the details of the mothers of both the bride and groom (name, sur-
name and occupation) will be included as well as details of their fathers.  
   

Churches Together In Fulwood & Broughton: 
World Day of Prayer Service. At St. John's, Broughton, on Friday, 14th May at 1:30 pm  - 
covid restrictions will be in place, therefore booking is essential.  Please contact Jean 
Dunsmore on 01772 717083 to reserve your place. 
     

Livestreaming Mass 
As well as normal Mass in church we are now able to livestream the 9.30am Mass  from 
St. Anthony’s church.  Go to the St. Anthony of Padua YouTube page for the link.        
   

Gift Aid  
A Gift Aid tax reclaim will be submitted shortly to HMRC. Please notify us if you are no 
longer a taxpayer, or you paid insufficient tax during 2020/21 to cover the tax that will be 
reclaimed on all your donations given under Gift Aid to all charities during the tax year. At 
the present standard rate of tax of 20%, 25p is reclaimed for every £1.00 donated. If you 
have moved house during the tax year please ensure that you let us know your new ad-
dress. Thanks once again.  
 We are extremely grateful to all parishioners who give weekly and monthly donations to 
the parish and who Gift Aid their offering. If you can support the parish this way, please 
leave your details with Fr. Peter.   
   
 

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 9th May 2021 

   BIDDING PRAYERS 
   We pray for the Church, that we may each proclaim the Good News to all creation as 
Jesus commanded at His Ascension.  

 We pray for our troubled world. In solidarity with the world’s poorest, we pray for the 
compassion to tell our decision makers to share the world’s precious God-given resources 
– including Covid vaccines – based on need, not wealth.  

 We pray for our parish community. We pray for all our students and school pupils whose 
education has been so severely affected this year.  With God’s grace may they persevere, 
and may their efforts be fully recognized and rewarded.  

  We pray for all who suffer from abuse and violence. May God comfort them and send  
healing for their wounds of the body, soul and spirit.  

We pray for those who are sick: Harold Slack, Bill O’Shaughnessy, Malaya, Ray Mannion, 
Bill York, Vera, Lawrence Dunnagan, Trevor Hughes, Claire, Deacon John Kilshaw;  

those who have died recently:  John Myerscough;  

  and those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Ernie Allen, Kevin 
Grogan, Jack Kay, Tomas William, Margaret Eager, Mary Hastie, Sylvia Nagy, Fred McNich-
olas, Sam and Lilly Madden, Jim Wheelan, Mary Eastham, Anne Hull, Grace Hodgson, Len 
Dilworth, Ted Kellett, John Gornall, Claud Parker, Amelia Worden, Bill Morgan, Harold 
Moore, Walter Titley, May McGiven, Margaret Gillow, Mrs Cartmell, Molly Pask, Alf Stott. 
May they rest in peace.     

Feast of the Ascension 
This Thursday is the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord - 
a Holy Day.  Mass is at 10.30am.  
At St. Anthony’s Masses are at 7.30pm (vigil) & 9.15am.     
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Mon 9.15am St. Ant Rose O’Kane  

Tue  9.15am St. Ant Elizabeth Anne Coupe  
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St. Ant 
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Thur 9.15am 

      10.30am 
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Joyce Hilton 

The ASCENSION of the Lord 

Fri  9.15am St. Ant John & Agnes Cookson Feast: St. Matthias 

Sat 6.00pm St. Ant Vera Swan  
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Sat 6.00pm St. Ant Marie Gardner  


